Improving
Academic
Achievement

Colorado Academic
STANDARDS

Adopted by the Colorado State Board
of Education, December 10, 2009

Selected Excerpts from the Colorado Economics Standards:
Economics is one of the four Social Studies content areas. There are Personal Financial Literacy standards embedded in
both the Economics and Math standards. These excerpts prepared by Colorado Council for Economic Education.

* Overview of Changes Social Studies » Economics Standards for High School
Standards « Standards #1-3 (Economics)
» Standards Organization and Construction « Standards #4-7 (Personal Financial Literacy)
* Continuum of State Standards Definitions * There are two Economics standards for each grade (preschool
« Standards Template through 8th grade), one that is economics content and one that
* Prepared Graduate Competencies in Social is personal financial literacy content. Included in this Excerpt, as
Studies examples, are the following two standards for 3rd grade and for
» Colorado Academic Standards Social Studies 8th grade:
» Social Studies Grade Level Expectations at a « Standard #1 (Economics)
Glance + Standard #2 (Personal Financial Literacy)

The complete Social Studies standards are available by visiting: http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/UAS/AdoptedAca-
demicStandards/Social_StudiesAdopted_12.10.09.pdf

Social Studies

These excerpts prepared by:

The Colorado Council for Economic Education
303-753-2323 + www.ccee.net




Colorado Academic Standards
Social Studies Standards

"Teaching social studies powerfully and authentically begins with a deep knowledge and
understanding of the subject and its unique goals. Social studies programs prepare students to
identify, understand, and work to solve the challenges facing our diverse nation in an
increasingly interdependent world. Education for citizenship should help students acquire and
learn to use the skills, knowledge, and attitudes that will prepare them to be competent and
responsible citizens throughout their lives. Competent and responsible citizens are informed and
thoughtful, participate in their communities, are involved politically, and exhibit moral and civic
virtues.”

A Vision of Powerful Teaching and Learning in the Social Studies:

Building Social Understanding and Civic Efficacy (NCSS, 2008)
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Preparing students for the 21st century cannot be accomplished without a strong and sustaining
emphasis on the social studies. The social studies provide cornerstone skills that are the key to
opening doors for a more diverse, competitive workforce and responsible citizenry. Students
use critical thinking, self-assessment, reasoning, problem-solving, collaboration, research, and
investigation to make connections in new and innovative ways as they progress through social
studies education. These standards outline the knowledge and skills needed to help young
people develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as
citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.

Social studies is essential to understanding the complexity of the world. It provides the context
and understanding of how humans interact with each other and with the environment over
time. It offers the crucial knowledge needed to create a framework for understanding the
systems of society.

Colorado's social studies standards lay out a vision of these vitally important disciplines and
describe what all students should know and be able to do at each grade level through eighth
grade, and through high school. The authors of this document are educators in preschool
through twelfth grade, higher education professors, business and military representatives, and
community members. The group developed a set of competencies starting with "the end in
mind." What concepts and skills would a "prepared graduate" in the 21st century possess after
completing high school? The answers to this question framed the work that led to the
development of four standards in social studies for grades P-12.
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Standards Organization and Construction

As the subcommittee began the revision process to improve the existing standards, it became
evident that the way the standards information was organized, defined, and constructed needed
to change from the existing documents. The new design is intended to provide more clarity and
direction for teachers, and to show how 21°% century skills and the elements of school readiness
and postsecondary and workforce readiness indicators give depth and context to essential
learning.

The “Continuum of State Standards Definitions” section that follows shows the hierarchical
order of the standards components. The “Standards Template” section demonstrates how this
continuum is put into practice.

The elements of the revised standards are:

Prepared Graduate Competencies: The preschool through twelfth-grade concepts and skills
that all students who complete the Colorado education system must master to ensure their
success in a postsecondary and workforce setting.

Standard: The topical organization of an academic content area.

High School Expectations: The articulation of the concepts and skills of a standard that
indicates a student is making progress toward being a prepared graduate. What do students
need to know in high school?

Grade Level Expectations: The articulation (at each grade level), concepts, and skills of a
standard that indicate a student is making progress toward being ready for high school. What
do students need to know from preschool through eighth grade?

Evidence Outcomes: The indication that a student is meeting an expectation at the mastery
level. How do we know that a student can do it?

21°% Century Skills and Readiness Competencies: Includes the following:

» Inquiry Questions:
Sample questions are intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined
understandings precisely related to the grade level expectation.

> Relevance and Application:
Examples of how the grade level expectation is applied at home, on the job or in a real-
world, relevant context.

» Nature of the Discipline:

The characteristics and viewpoint one keeps as a result of mastering the grade level
expectation.
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Continuum of State Standards Definitions

P-8 High School
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Prepared Graduate Competencies in Social Studies

The prepared graduate competencies are the preschool through twelfth-grade concepts and
skills that all students who complete the Colorado education system must master to ensure
their success in a postsecondary and workforce setting.

Prepared graduates in social studies:
1. Use the tools, thinking, and practices of history, geography, economics, and civics to:
a. Solve problems, make decisions and analyze issues from multiple perspectives as a
responsible member of society
b. Read, write, and communicate ideas

Prepared graduates in history:
1. Develop an understanding of how people view, construct and interpret history
2. Analyze key historical periods and patterns of change over time within and across
nations and cultures

Prepared graduates in geography:
1. Develop spatial understanding, perspectives, and personal connections to the world
2. Examine places and regions, and the connections among them

Prepared graduates in economics:
1. Understand the allocation of scarce resources in societies through analysis of individual
choice, market interaction, and public policy
2. Acquire the knowledge and economic reasoning skills to make sound financial decisions
(PFL)

Prepared graduates in civics:
1. Analyze and practice rights, roles, and responsibilities of citizens
2. Analyze the origins, structure, and functions of governments and their impacts on
societies and citizens
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Colorado Academic Standards
Social Studies

Standards are the topical organization of an academic content area. The four standards of social
studies are:

History

History develops moral understanding, defines identity and creates an appreciation of how
things change while building skills in judgment and decision-making. History enhances the
ability to read varied sources and develop the skills to analyze, interpret and communicate.

Geography

Geography provides students with an understanding of spatial perspectives and technologies for
spatial analysis, awareness of interdependence of world regions and resources and how places
are connected at local, national and global scales.

Economics

Economics teaches how society manages its scarce resources, how people make decisions, how
people interact in the domestic and international markets, and how forces and trends affect the
economy as a whole. Personal financial literacy applies the economic way of thinking to help
individuals understand how to manage their own scarce resources using a logical decision-
making process of prioritization based on analysis of the costs and benefits of every choice.

Civics
Civics teaches the complexity of the origins, structure, and functions of governments; the

rights, roles and responsibilities of ethical citizenship; the importance of law; and the skills
necessary to participate in all levels of government.
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Social Studies

Grade Level Expectations at a Glance

Standard Grade Level Expectation
High School
History The historical method of inquiry to ask questions, evaluate primary
and secondary sources, critically analyze and interpret data, and
develop interpretations defended by evidence from a variety of
primary and secondary sources
Analyze the key concepts of continuity and change, cause and effect,
complexity, unity and diversity over time
The significance of ideas as powerful forces throughout history
Geography Use different types of maps and geographic tools to analyze features
on Earth to investigate and solve geographic questions
Explain and interpret geographic variables that influence the
interaction of people, places, and environments
The interconnected nature of the world, its people and places
Economics Productive resources (natural, human, capital) are scarce; therefore
choices are made about how individuals, businesses, governments,
and societies allocate these resources
Economic policies impact markets
Government and competition impact markets
Design, analyze, and apply a financial plan based on short- and
long-term financial goals (PFL)
Analyze strategic spending, saving, and investment options to
achieve the objectives of diversification, liquidity, income, and
growth (PFL)
Analyze the components of personal credit to manage credit and
debt(PFL)
Identify, develop, and evaluate risk-management strategies (PFL)
Civics Research, formulate positions, and engage in appropriate civic

participation to address local, state, or national issues or policies
Purposes of and limitations on the foundations, structures and
functions of government

Analyze how public policy - domestic and foreign - is developed at
the local, state, and national levels and compare how policy-making
occurs in other forms of government

Eighth Grade

History

Formulate appropriate hypotheses about United States history based
on a variety of historical sources and perspectives

historical eras, individuals, groups, ideas and themes from the
origins of the American Revolution through Reconstruction and their
relationships with one another

Geography

Use geographic tools to analyze patterns in human and physical
systems
Conflict and cooperation occur over space and resources

Economics

Economic freedom (to include free trade) is important for economic
growth
Manage personal credit and debt(PFL)

Civics

Analyze elements of continuity and change in the United States
government and the role of citizens over time
Law is the center of a constitutional system
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Social Studies

Grade Level Expectations at a Glance

Standard Grade Level Expectation
Seventh Grade
History 1. Seek and evaluate multiple historical sources with different points of
view to investigate a historical question and to formulate and defend
a thesis with evidence
2. The historical eras, individuals, groups, ideas and themes within
regions of the Eastern Hemisphere and their relationships with one
another
Geography 1. Use geographic tools to gather data and make geographic inferences
and predictions
2. Regions have different issues and perspectives
Economics 1. Supply and demand influence price and profit in a market economy
2. Manage personal credit and debt (PFL)
Civics 1. Analyze elements of continuity and change in the United States
government and the role of citizens over time
2. Understand the place of law in a constitutional system
Sixth Grade
History 1. Analyze and interpret historical sources to ask and research
historical questions
2. The historical eras, individuals, groups, ideas and themes in regions
of the Western Hemisphere and their relationships with one another
Geography 1. Use geographic tools to solve problems
2. Human and physical systems vary and interact
Economics 1. Identify and analyze different economic systems
2. Saving and investing are key contributors to financial well being
(PFL)
Civics 1. Analyze the interconnected nature of the United States to other
nations
2. Compare multiple systems of governments
Fifth Grade
History 1. Analyze historical sources from multiple points of view to develop an
understanding of historical context
2. historical eras, individuals, groups, ideas, and themes in North
America from 1491 through the founding of the United States
government
Geography 1. Use various geographic tools and sources to answer questions about
the geography of the United States
2. causes and consequences of movement
Economics 1. Government and market structures influence financial institutions
2. Utilizing financial institutions to manage personal finances (PFL)
Civics 1. The foundations of citizenship in the United States
2. origins, structure, and functions of the United States government
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Social Studies

Grade Level Expectations at a Glance

Standard Grade Level Expectation
Fourth Grade
History 1. Organize a sequence of events to understand the concepts of
chronology and cause and effect in the history of Colorado
2. The historical eras, individuals, groups, ideas, and themes in
Colorado history and their relationships to key events in the United
States
Geography 1. Use several types of geographic tools to answer questions about the
geography of Colorado
2. Connections within and across human and physical systems are
developed
Economics 1. People responded to positive and negative incentives
2. relationship between choice and opportunity cost (PFL)
Civics 1. Analyze and debate multiple perspectives on an issue
2. origins, structure, and functions of the Colorado government
Third Grade
History 1. Use a variety of sources to distinguish historical fact from fiction
2. People in the past influenced the development and interaction of
different communities and regions
Geography 1. Use various types of geographic tools to develop spatial thinking
2. The concept of regions is developed through an understanding of
similarities and differences in places
Economics 1. Describe producers and consumers and how goods and services are
exchanged
2. Identify how to meet short-term financial goals (PFL)
Civics 1. Respect the views and rights of others as components of a
democratic society
2. Study the origin, structure and function of local government
Second Grade
History 1. Identify historical sources and utilize the tools of a historian
2. People in the past influenced the history of neighborhoods and
communities
Geography 1. Use geographic terms and tools to describe space and place
2. People in communities manage, modify, and depend on their
environment
Economics 1. The scarcity of resources affects the choices of individuals and
communities
2. Apply decision-making processes to financial decision making(PFL)
Civics 1. Responsible community members advocate for their ideas
2. People use multiple ways to resolve conflicts or differences
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Social Studies

Grade Level Expectations at a Glance

Standard Grade Level Expectation
First Grade
History 1. Describe patterns and chronological order of events of the recent
past
2. Family and cultural traditions in the United States in the past
Geography 1. Geographic tools such as maps and globes to represent places
2. People in different groups and communities interact with each other
and the environment
Economics 1. People work at different types of jobs and in different types of
organizations in order to produce goods and services and receive an
income
2. Identify how to meet short term financial goals (PFL)
Civics 1. Effective groups have good leaders and team members
2. Notable people, places, holidays and patriotic symbols
Kindergarten
History 1. Ask questions, share information and discuss ideas about the past
2. The first component in the concept of chronology is to place
information in sequential order
Geography 1. People belong to different groups and live in different settings
around the world that can be found on a map or globe
Economics 1. Ownership as a component of economics
2. Discuss how purchases can be made to meet wants and needs (PFL)
Civics 1. Participate in making decisions using democratic traditions
2. Civic participation takes place in multiple groups
Preschool
History 1. Recognize change and sequence over time
Geography 1. Develop spatial understanding, perspectives, and connections to the
world
Economics 1. People work to meet wants
2. Recognize money and identify its purpose (PFL)
Civics 1. Individuals have unique talents but also work with others in groups
2. Rules and their purpose in allowing groups to work effectively
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